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Narrow and extensive use of the following confessions, creeds, and statements have been utilized 
within this DeArmond Confession of Faith: the Apostles Creed, the Nicene Creed, the 
Chalcedonian Creed, the Westminster Confession of Faith (1646), the Second Helvetic 
Confession, the Belgic Confession, the Thirty-Nine Articles, the Baptist Faith and Message, and 
the Chicago Statement of Biblical Inerrancy. Extensive use of the following can be found: 
Grudem’s Systematic Theology,  Erickson’s Systematic Theology, and Robert Reymond’s 
Systematic Theology.  
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Concerning the Doctrine of Divine Revelation 
• Because God is not identical to creation itself, we do not possess the natural capacity to 

make contact to or with God. God has to reveal himself to be known. We believe God is a 
speaking God who has refused to hide his will, existence, and attributes to his creation.  
 

• God can be known within the universe via two means: general and special revelation. 
General revelation is God's communication to all persons at all times in all places via the 
creation, preservation, and government of the universe. Special revelation is God’s self-
disclosure of himself specifically to a limited certain persons for particular reasons by 
way of history, various actions among certain peoples, and holy Scripture.1 

 
• To show his goodness, glory, and other perfections, God has generally revealed himself 

via the following routes: nature (Rom. 1:18-23; Psa. 19; Acts 14:15-17), conscience 
(Gen. 1:26-27; Rom. 2:14-16), humanity’s ontology (universal moral nature, inherent 
religious tendencies, and consciousness), and reason/logic itself. This general knowledge 
lacks salvific efficacy because of sin’s destructive marring. This knowledge leaves 
humanity inexcusable for moral accountability before his divine judgment.2 

 
• To further elucidate his divine perfections and purposes, God has specially revealed 

himself using the following: history, various supernatural means within the locus of 
God’s covenant people (angels, theophanies, Urim and Thummim, the casting of lots, 
dreams, visions, etc.), and Scripture.  

 
• Scripture is God’s ultimate and supreme means of revealing what is necessary for the 

regulation, foundation, and confirmation of our faith.3 We affirm and avow the 
inspiration, inerrancy, authority, clarity, necessity, and sufficiency of Scripture. 

 
• For Scripture to be inspired means that the Holy Spirit superintended over the writing 

process of the Bible so that while writing according to their own styles and personalities, 
the writers produced God’s written will on a page. The core of the doctrine is the 
acknowledgement that “all Scripture is God-breathed” (2 Tim. 3:16) and that the writers 
of Scripture “spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” (2 Pet. 
1:21) The evangelical doctrine appreciates the dynamics of human personality in the 
inspiration process (Ecc. 12:9-10; Luke 1:1-4; John 20:30-31, 21:24-25) yet affirms the 
supremacy of God’s intentions and supervision. 

 
• For Scripture to be inerrant means that, because God is the standard of truth and cannot 

lie (Num. 23:19; 2 Sam. 7:28; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18), what he has revealed and produced 
in the original autographs is infallibly true (Prov. 30:5; Matt. 24:35), wholly pure (Psa. 
12:6; 119:89, 96), and reliable for subjects it concerns. The Scriptures do not affirm 

                                                        
1 Belgic Confession Article 2 
2 Westminster Confession of Faith Chapter 1:1 
3 Belgic Confession Article 5 
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anything that is contrary to the way things actually are. It has God for its author, salvation 
for its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter.4 

 
• For Scripture to be authoritative means that it only is the sole determining rule for truth, 

practice, and life within the Church in such a way as to disbelieve the words is to be 
disobedient to God himself. The words of Scripture are the very words of God himself 
(Num. 22:38; Deut. 18:18-20, 29:21; Jer. 14:14-16; Ezek. 13:1-6; Josh. 24:26-28; 1 Sam. 
10:25; 2 Kings 23:2-3; Matt. 1:22, 4:4, 19:5; Heb. 1:1-3; 1st Tim. 5:18). The office of 
apostle in the early church was one with equal authority like the Old Testament prophets. 
To disobey the apostles was to disobey God (2 Pet. 3:2; Acts 5; 1 Cor. 2:9-13; 1 Cor. 
14:37; 2 Cor. 13:3; Rom. 2:16; Gal. 1:8-9; 1 Thess. 2:13, 4:8, 15, 5:27; 2 Thess. 3:6, 14). 
Scripture derives its authority not from the Church, tradition, or any human source but 
from God himself.5  

 
• For Scripture to be clear means that it is composed in such a way that man can 

understand its teachings concerning all that is necessary for faith with God’s help and a 
willing heart (Deut. 6:6-8; Psa. 19:7, 119: 130). Those things which are necessary to be 
known, believed, and observed, for salvation, are so clearly propounded and opened in 
some place of Scripture.6 The clarity or perspicuity of Scripture does not deny the fact 
that some biblical passages are difficult to understand (2 Pet. 3:15-16) or that the dullness 
of peoples’ hearts do not hinder right understandings of the words.  

 
• For Scripture to be necessary means that it is completely required for the knowledge of 

the gospel (Rom. 10:13-17; John 3:18; 1 Tim. 2:5-6; Heb. 11:13), for the development of 
spiritual vitality (Deut. 32:47; Matt. 4:4; 1 Pet. 2:2), and for knowing God’s will (Deut. 
29:29; Psa. 119:1; 1 John 5:3).  

 
• For Scripture to be sufficient means that it alone is perfect in regards to communicating 

all that God intended man to know concerning himself, salvation, obedience, and his 
desire for the universe (Deut. 4:2, 12:32; Psa. 119:1; Prov. 30:5-6; 2 Tim. 3:15-16; Jas. 
1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23; Rev. 22:18-19). Nothing is above the standard of Scripture itself.  
 

 
 
 

 

 
                                                        
4 The Baptist Faith and Message Section 1 
5 The Chicago Statement of Biblical Inerrancy Article 1 
6 The Westminster Confession of Faith Chapter 1:7 
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Concerning the Doctrine of God 
 

• God’s existence is presupposed throughout the Bible but can also be plausibly deduced 
using arguments from natural theology. Families of arguments which have been 
beneficial throughout the history of the Church are as follows: ontological arguments, 
cosmological arguments, teleological arguments, axiomatic arguments, transcendental 
arguments, arguments from history, arguments from religious experiences, arguments 
concerning human uniqueness, and others.  
 

• We believe and teach that God is one in essence or nature, subsisting in himself, all 
sufficient in himself, invisible, incorporeal, immense, eternal, Creator of all things both 
visible and invisible, the greatest good, living, quickening and preserving all things, 
omnipotent and supremely wise, kind and merciful, just and true.7 As revealed within the 
pages of Scripture, God’s perfections consist of communicable (those we share in some 
capacity) and incommunicable attributes (those that are solely ascribed to God).  
 

• The communicable attributes revealed in Scripture are as follows: spirituality, invisibility, 
knowledge, wisdom, truthfulness, goodness, love, mercy/grace/patience, holiness, peace, 
righteousness, jealousy, wrath, will, freedom, power, perfection, blessedness, beauty, and 
glory.  

o Spirituality- God is a spiritual being who lacks spatial dimensions, parts, or matter 
(John 4:24; Psa. 139:7-10). 

o Invisibility- Despite showing himself to his people throughout history, God’s total 
essence is invisible to the naked eye (John 1:18, 6:46; 1 Tim. 1:17, 6:16; 1 John 
4:12).  

o Knowledge- God perfectly and fully knows both himself and all things that can be 
possibly known including all acts by creatures8 (Job 37:16; 1 John 3:20; 1 Cor. 
2:10-11; Heb. 4:13; Isa. 46: 9-10; Matt. 6:8, 10:30; 1 Sam. 23: 11-13; 2 Kings 
13:19; Psa. 90:4). 

o Wisdom-God knows what is best for the universe and all that is within it within 
his perfect council (Rom. 11:23, 16:27; Job 9:4, 12:13; Psa. 104:24; Eph. 3:10). 

o Truthfulness- God is the true God and always tells the truth because he is the very 
standard of truth (Jer. 10:10-11; John 17:3; 1 John 5:20). 

o Goodness- God is wholly benevolent to Creation and all that he is and does is 
morally virtuous and deserving of creaturely adoration (Gen. 1:31; Luke 18:19; 
Psa. 100:5, 106:1, 34:8; Rom. 12:2).  

                                                        
7 The Second Helvetic Confession Chapter 3 
8  The Baptist Faith and Message Section 2 
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o Love- God gives himself wholly to his people for their satisfaction and eternal 
felicity (1 John 4:8; John 3:16, 14:31, 17:24; Rom. 5:8; Gal. 2:20; Isa. 62:5).  

o Mercy, Grace, and Patience- God withholds punishment, extends benevolence, 
and exerts loving kindness to those in despair, those worthy of judgment, and 
those caught in the snares of sin (Exo. 34:6; Psa. 103:8; 2 Sam. 24:14; 2 Cor. 1:3; 
Matt. 5:7). 

o Holiness- God is wholly other and untainted by dishonor, sin, and impurity (Psa. 
71:22, 78:41, 99:9; Isa. 6:3; 1 Pet. 1:16).  

o Peace- God is an orderly being wholly separated from disorder and puzzlement (1 
Cor. 14:33; Rom. 15:33; Phil. 4:9; 1 Thess. 5:23).    

o Righteousness- God is completely devoid of injustice, always does what is right, 
and is the very demarcation of justice (Deut. 32:4; Gen. 18:25; Psa. 19:8; Isa. 
45:19; Rom. 3:25-26; Job 40:2,8).  

o Jealousy- God is passionately devoted to protecting the value and worth of his 
own fame (Exo. 20:5, 34:14; 1 Cor. 4:7; Rev. 4:11).  

o Wrath-God is opposed to all that is sinful and harmful to human flourishing and 
joy (Exo. 32:9-10; Deut. 9:7-8; John 3:36; Rom. 1:18; Col. 3:6).    

o Will- God endorses and plans what is to come to pass within the universe (Eph. 
1:11; Rev. 4:11; Acts 4:27-28; 1 Pet. 3:17; Jas. 4:13-15). 

o Freedom- God does whatever he desires to do (Psa. 115:3; Dan. 4:35; Prov. 21:1).  
o Power- God is able to do all that can be done (Psa. 24:8; Gen. 18:14; Eph. 3:20; 

Matt. 3:9, 19:26; Psa. 115: 3; 2 Cor. 6:18).  
o Perfection- God lacks no limitations or restraints within his being (Matt. 5:48; 

Psa. 18:30).  
o Blessedness- God is fully satisfied within himself (1 Tim. 1:11; 6:15). 
o Beauty- God is the totality of all that is lovely (Psa. 27:4, 73:25; Rev. 22:4).  
o Glory- God is full of honor and excellence (Isa. 43:7; Psa. 24:20, 104:1-2; 2 Cor. 

3:18).  
 

• The incommunicable attributes revealed in Scripture are as follows: independence, 
immutability, eternity, omnipresence, and unity.  

o Independence- God is completely self-sufficient within himself and is not 
contingent upon any reality other than himself (Acts. 17:24-25; Job 41:11; Psa. 
50: 10-12; Gen. 1:1; John 17:5; Psa. 90:2; Exo. 3:14).  

o Immutability- God does not change in his perfections, plans, and promises within 
himself and his world (Psa. 102: 25-27; Mal. 3:6; Jas. 1:17; Psa. 33:1; Isa. 46: 9-
11; Num. 23:19).  

o Eternity- God has no beginning, present, or end and is completely above time 
(Gen. 1; Psa. 90:1-2, 93:1-2, 102:11-12, 25-27; Jude 25; 2 Tim. 1:9; 1 Cor. 2:7).  
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o Omnipresence- God is present in every place with his whole being while lacking 
spatial dimensions (Deut. 10:14; Psa. 139: 7-10; Acts 17:28; Col. 1:17; 1 Kings 
8:27; Isa. 66:1-2; Jer. 23: 23-24). 

o Unity- God is not divisible in his attributes or perfections (1 John 1:5, 4:8; Exo. 
34:6-7).  

• God exists eternally as a triune God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). God is one in essence 
or substance and three in personality or personhood. Each is cosubstantial, coeternal, and 
coequal; distinct with respect to hypostases, and with respect to order, the one preceding 
the other yet without any inequality.9 The Father is not the Son. The Son is not the Father. 
The Holy Spirit is not the Father or the Son.  

o God is one (Deut. 6:4-5; Exo. 15:11; 1 Kings 8:60; Isa. 45:5-6; Rom. 3:30). 
o Scripture declares the following:  

 The Father is God (Gen. 1:1). 
 The Son is God (John 1:1-4; 20:28; Heb. 1:1-3; Col. 1:13-23; Titus 2:13; 

Rom. 9:5).  
 The Holy Spirit is God (Matt. 28:19; Acts 5:3-4; Psa. 139: 7-81 Cor. 2:10-

11).  
o Each is responsible and active in the creation and redemption of the world.  

 
• God is the Creator of the universe. Each person of the Trinity is described as being 

involved in the creation of the cosmos (John 1:3; 1 Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:16; Gen. 1:2; Job 
33:4; Psa. 104:30). The universe was created ex nihilo by God in the past (Gen. 1:1; Psa. 
33:6; Rev.4:11; Heb. 11:3; Acts 14:15) and has its origin, preservation, and future only 
because God allows it to do so (Job 12:10; Acts. 17:25, 28; Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:13; Eph. 
4:6). It is truly dependent upon the independent God. Creation exists for the 
manifestation of the glory of his eternal power, wisdom, and goodness.10 We 
wholeheartedly affirm that God is the Maker of Heaven and Earth11 but leave open his 
exact means for various interpretations by well-studied Christians.  
 

• God is sovereignly controlling and working out all things for his purposes, plans, and 
perfections (Rom. 8:28; Eph. 1:13). History is an unraveling of manifold wisdom and is 
directed by the invisible God who reigns on the throne. His gentle control of all events is 
viewed as an encouragement for holiness, perseverance, and satisfaction in Him. His 
providence takes care of the Church.12 We affirm God’s preservation, concurrence, and 
government over all created things. 

                                                        
9 The Second Helvetic Confession Chapter 3 
10Westminster Confession of Faith Chapter 4:1 
11 Apostles and Nicene Creed 
12 Westminster Confession of Faith Chapter 5:7 
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o Preservation-God keeps all thing existing and maintaining the properties with 
which he created them (Heb. 1:3; Col. 1:17; Acts 17:28; Neh. 9:6; Psa. 104:29). 

o Concurrence- God cooperates with created things in every action, directing their 
distinctive properties to cause them to act as they do (Eph. 1:11; Job 12:23, 36:6-
13; Psa. 104:14, 139:16; Matt. 5:45; Pro. 16:33; Phil. 4:19).  

o Government- God has a purpose in all that he does in the world and he 
providentially governs and directs all things in order that they accomplish his 
purposes (Psa. 103:19; Dan. 4:35; Rom. 11:36; 1 Cor. 15:27; Rom. 8:28-30). 
 

• Scripture teaches both the exhaustive sovereignty of God and the ultimate responsibility 
of man. The tension is a paradoxical paradigm that exists simultaneously within various 
passages of holy writ (Gen. 45:5-8, 50:19; Psa. 105:16-25; Lev. 20:7, 22:31; Jud. 14:4a; 2 
Sam. 24; 1 Chron. 21:1-7; 1 Kings 8:57-60, 11:11-13, 29-39, 12:1; 2 Chron. 10:15; Isa. 
10:5; Jer. 29:10-14). 
 

• God acts in human history for his own, excellent reputation and glory. All Creation is a 
theater for the exaltation of his name. All throughout Scripture God is said to do things 
for his own glory: God chose his people for his glory (Eph. 1:4-6, 12,14), created us for 
his glory (Isa. 43:6-7), called Israel for his glory (Isa. 49:3; Jer. 13:11), rescued Israel 
from Egypt for his glory (Psa. 106:7-8), raised Pharaoh up to show his power and glorify 
his name (Rom. 9:17), God defeated Pharaoh at the Red Sea to show his glory (Exo. 
14:4,17-18), spared Israel in the wilderness for the glory of his name (Ezek. 20:14), gave 
Israel victory in Canaan for the glory of his name (2 Sam. 7:23), did not cast away his 
people for the glory of his name (1 Sam. 12:20-22), saved Jerusalem from attack for the 
glory of his name (2 Kings 19:34, 20:6), restored Israel from exile for the glory of his 
name (Ezek. 36:22-23), God forgives our sins for his own sake (Isa. 43:25; Psa. 25:11), 
gave his Son to vindicate the glory of his righteousness (Rom. 3:25-26), instructs 
believers to do everything for his glory (1 Cor. 10:31, 6:20), tells us to serve in a way that 
will glorify him (1 Pet. 4:11), and he tells us that his plan is to fill the earth with the 
knowledge of his glory (Hab. 2:14). 
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Concerning the Doctrine of Humanity 
• Humanity is specially created in the image and likeness of God himself (Gen. 1:26-27, 

5:1-3, 9:5-6; Psa. 8:3-8; 1 Cor. 11:7; Col. 3:8-11; Jas. 3:7-9). Because of this reality, 
humanity has tangible and objective worth, value, and dignity. Any activity that destroys 
human life and diminishes human dignity should be shunned and opposed. 
 

• Man’s chief and highest end is to glorify God, and fully enjoy him forever.13 God created 
man to be fully satisfied in all that he is for them (John 10:10; Psa. 16:11, 27:4, 73:25-26, 
84:1-2, 10). They were to rule and reign over creation as the shining reflection of his 
majesty and glory.  
 

• God created humanity as good and morally pure beings (Gen. 1:31). Yet, by their own 
desire and freedom, humanity chose to transgress God’s law and subsequently fall from a 
state of grace (Gen. 3). By their admission to sin, humanity brought sin, guilt, and death 
to the entire human race (Rom. 5:12-21). Original sin is the fault and corruption of every 
man.14  
 

• Scripture affirms a paradoxical portrait of humanity; that they are wretched creatures 
opposed to the glory of God yet kings and queens exiled from their home. They are not 
worthy yet have immense amounts of worth to their Creator.  

• Ontologically, they are unified entity composed of a body and a soul/spirit (2 Cor. 7:1; 
Gen. 2:7; John 12:27 [13:21]; Luke 1:46-47; Matt. 10:28; 1 Cor. 5:5; Jas. 2:26). Because 
people are holistic, no single element can be neglected in the nourishment of ourselves or 
the edification of others.  

 
• God has chosen to work with humanity through binding, legal agreements known as 

covenants throughout salvation history to bring redemption to the world. Examples of 
such covenants are as follows: Abrahamic (Gen. 12, 15:1-21, 17:1-27), Davidic (2 Sam. 
7), Mosaic or Old (Exo. 19-24), and the New Covenant (Jer. 31:31-34; Heb. 8:6-13; Luke 
22:20; 1 Cor. 11:25). The New Covenant fulfills both the Abrahamic and Davidic 
covenants (Gal. 3:16-18; Rom. 4; Heb. 2:16) and lays aside the Old Covenant by 
satisfying its demands in Jesus (2 Cor. 3:14; Heb. 8:6, 13; Gal. 3:8, 19, 24). 
 
 
 

 

                                                        
13 Westminster Larger Catechism Question 1 
14 Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion Section 9 
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Concerning the Doctrine of Sin 
• Creation was created as good and untainted by human sin. Sin entered the cosmos via 

Adam and Eve’s historical transgression of God’s law. Adam and Eve, as covenant heads 
of the human race, brought sin to all their progeny.15 The Fall of man resulted in seven 
residual effects for the cosmos: (1) our first parents lost their legal/moral innocence and 
original righteousness and found themselves the subjects of real guilt and moral 
corruption (Gen. 2:25, 3:7, 10), (2) the image of God was immediately both fractured and 
distorted, (3) fellowship between God and man was broke, (4) man’s environment was 
cursed, and nature’s productivity became impaired by thorns and thistles (Gen. 3:17-18; 
Job 25:5; Rom. 8:20-22), (5) humanity was judicially condemned and  punished by God 
(Rom. 5:12-23; Gen. 3:19,23), (6) Adam’s guilt was imputed to all his posterity (Rom. 
5:12-23; Psa. 51:5; 1 Cor. 15:22-23), and (7) man’s greatest need is now divine grace 
(Gen. 3:15).16 
 

• As a result of the Fall, man is spiritually and morally corrupt before God unable to 
achieve any salvific righteousness before him (Gen. 6:5-6, 8:21; 1 Kings 8:46; Psa. 14:1-
3, 51:5, 58:6, 64:6; Jer. 17:9; Luke 11:3; John 5:42; Rom. 1:29-32, 3:9-23; Gal. 3:22; 
Eph. 2:1-3, 4:17-19; 1 John 1:8). The extent of sin’s reach is unequivocally total covering 
every aspect of man (heart, mind, soul, body, spirit, intellect, will, etc.). Man possesses 
real guilt for their sin and the sin of their progenitors.  
 

• Though possessing a natural ability, man lacks a moral ability to move toward God in 
faith apart from a working of divine grace (Matt. 7:18; John 3:3, 5, 6:44, 65, 14:17, 15:4-
5; Rom. 8:7-8; 1 Cor. 2:14, 12:3; Jas. 3:8; Rev. 14:3). The will of man was critically and 
demonstrably damaged and bruised from the Fall in such a way that man’s will cannot be 
called “free” in any sense as it relates to sin (1 Cor. 2:14; 2 Cor. 3:5; John 8:45; Rom. 
8:7). The will was so altered and weakened that humanity no longer can do what they 
could before the fall.17 
 

• Humanity’s life apart from God is described in miserable and hopeless terms from cover 
to cover within Scripture: profoundly vulnerable (Ezek. 16: 1-14; Deut. 10:17-18; Psa. 
62:4-5, 146:5-9; Isa. 54:4-6; Lam. 1:1-2; Eph. 5:25-31), deeply afflicted (Luke 13:10-16; 
Exod. 15:26; Psa. 38; Psa. 103:3-5; Psa. 147:3; Isa. 53:1-6; Ezek. 34:1-16; Mark 2:1-12; 
John 5:1-14; Jas. 5:13-18), poor and destitute (Exod. 23:6-13; Lev. 25; Deut. 15; 1 Sam. 
2:7-8; Isa. 3:14-16, 32:6, 61:1-2; Luke 14:21; Jas. 2:5-6; Rom. 2:4, 9:23, 10:12, 11:33; 
Eph. 1:7, 15, 2:4,7, 3:13,16; Phil. 4:19; Col. 1:27, 2:2-3; 1 Cor. 1:15; 2 Cor. 2:9, 2 Cor. 
6:10; Tit. 3:6; 1 Pet. 1:3-4), weary and fatigued (Deut. 5:12-15; Matt. 11:28-30; Heb. 4:1-
11), and needing rescue from captivity, slavery, and danger (Isa. 61:1-2; John 8:31-36; 
Gel. 4:1-7; 5:1; Rom. 6; 2 Pet. 2:19; Rom. 8:21; 2 Pet. 2:9; 2 Sam. 22:18-20; Psa. 31:4; 

                                                        
15 Westminster Confession of Faith Chapter 6:1 
16 Robert L. Reymond, A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith (Nashville: Thomas 
Nelson Pub., 1998), 446-450. 
17 The Second Helvetic Confession Chapter 9 
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Psa. 91, 107:1-16; Isa. 50:1-2; Rom. 7:24, 1:4, 1:13-14; 2 Tim. 4:18). The reality and 
extent of sin is an experiential fact of existence.  

 
• Sin is said to be caused by an unholy trinity of the world (John 1:10-11; 1 John 2:15-16; 

Jas. 4:4), the flesh (Rom. 7:18, 25, 8:5-8; Gal. 5:24), and the devil (1 John 3:8, 12, 5:19; 
John 8:44). While sin has mammoth implications for the person, others, and society itself, 
it is mainly a grave, treasonous offense against the Creator: the glory of God is not 
honored, the holiness of God is not reverenced, the greatness of God is not admired, the 
power of God is not praised, the truth of God is not sought, the wisdom of God is not 
esteemed, the beauty of God is not treasured, the goodness of God is not savored, the 
faithfulness of God is not trusted, the promises of God are not relied upon, the 
commandments of God are not obeyed, the justice of God is not respected, the wrath of 
God is not feared, the grace of God is not cherished, the presence of God is not prized 
and the person of God is not loved.18 

 
• God created divine beings known as angels as good creatures (Psa. 148:1-5; Matt. 22:30; 

Col. 1:16; Job 38:4-7) who minister to both God and believers in various ways: to God 
(Isa. 6:3; Ezek. 10:1-4; Job 1:6, 38:1-7; 2 Sam. 24:16-17), to Christ (Matt. 1:20, 2:19-20, 
26:53; Luke 22:43; Acts 1:10-11; I Thess. 4:17; Rev. 5:11-12) , and to the Church (Heb. 
1:14; Luke 16:22; Psa. 34:7; Acts 12:5-11; Dan. 8:15-19). But, in the passing of some 
unknown time, many fell from their exalted position to places of derision and disdain (1 
Tim. 3:6; Rev. 12:4; Luke 8:2, 23-33; Jude 6; Mark 5:1-13; 1Tim. 5:21).  

 
• Satan is a personal, evil entity who violently opposes both God and his people for his 

own selfish reasons (Zech. 3:1; Matt. 4:10; Luke 4:12-13; Rev. 12:19; John 8:44; 1 Cor. 
7:5; 1John 3:8). However, Satan does not possess ultimate power against God creating a 
dualistic universe (Rev. 20:7-10; Job 1:6-12; 1 Chron. 21:1; 2 Sam. 24:1; Col. 1:16).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
                                                        
18 John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad!: The Supremacy of God in Missions (3rd ed. Grand 
Rapids: Inter-Varsity, 2010.), 230.  
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Concerning the Doctrine of Christ 
• Christ is the second person of the holy Trinity, begotten of the Father before all worlds; 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made.19 His divinity is a biblical fact 
asserted directly by many apostles (John 1:1, 18, 20:28; Rom. 9:5; Titus 2:13; Heb. 1:8; 2 
Pet. 1:1), evident from the title “Lord” used of him (Luke 1:43, 2:11; Matt. 3:3, 22:44; 1 
Cor. 8:6; Rev. 19:16), stated by himself (John 8:57-59 [Exo. 3:14], 6:35, 8:12, 10:7, 
10:11, 11:25, 14:6, 15:1), and evidenced by specific perfections that God himself 
possesses (Matt. 8:26-27, 14:19, 18:20, 28:20; John 2:1-11, 19, 2:25, 10:17-18, 21:17; 
Mark 2:5-8; Rev. 19:10; Phil. 2:9-11).  
 

• Christ, though fully God, came down from heaven20 as a man making him truly the God-
man. God became incarnate in human flesh for the salvation of the world (Phil. 2:6-11; 
Col. 1:15-20, 2:9; Gal. 4:4; 1 Cor. 1:24, 15:47; 2 Cor. 8:9; Rom. 8:3; Matt. 1:23, 11:19, 
25-30, 18:18-20, 28:18-20; Heb. 1:1-3, 7:3, 9:26; 2 Tim. 1:9-10; 1 Pet. 1:20, 1 John 1:3, 
4:2-3). His humanity is evidenced from his birth (albeit miraculous; Matt. 1:18, 20-25; 
Luke 1:35, 3:23), his possession of a human body (Luke 2:7; John 4:6, 19:28; Matt. 4:2, 
11; Luke 23:26, 24:39, 42), his possession of a human mind (Luke 2:52; Mark 13:32), his 
possession of a human soul and emotions (John 12:27; Matt. 26:38; John 11:35; Heb. 5:5-
8), and from what others said concerning him (Matt. 4:23-25, 13:53-58; Mark 6:3; John 
7:5).  
 

• Though both equally affirmed and taught in the Scriptures, the relationship between his 
humanity and deity is ultimately a mystery. Christ [was] at the same time of one 
substance with us as regards his manhood; like us in all respects, apart from sin one and 
the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-begotten, recognized in two natures, without confusion, 
without change, without division, without separation; the distinction of natures being in 
no way annulled by the union, but rather the characteristics of each nature being 
preserved and coming together to form one person and subsistence, not as parted or 
separated into two persons, but one and the same Son and Only-begotten God the Word, 
Lord Jesus Christ.21 We worship not two but one Christ the Lord.22  
 

• Christ in his life remained a sinless person (Heb. 4:15, 7:26; 1 Pet. 1:19, 2:22; 1 John 2:1, 
3:5) thus fulfilling the demands of perfection warranted in the Law (Jas. 2:10). He was 
made under the Law (Gal. 4:4) and did perfectly fulfill it.23 His righteousness is the 
divine watershed of grace needed to cover guilty sinners before God’s tribunal (Phil. 3:9; 
1 Cor. 1:30; Matt. 3:15).  
 

                                                        
19 Nicene Creed 
20 Nicene Creed 
21 Chalcedonian Creed 
22 Second Helvetic Confession Chapter 11 
23 Westminster Confession of Faith Chapter 8:4 



 

 
13 

 

• In demonstration of love for humanity (John 3:16) and the exaltation of God’s supreme 
righteousness (Rom. 3:25), God the Father (Isa. 53:6, 10; 2 Cor. 5:21) sent the Son to 
make atonement for needy sinners (Isa. 53:11; Rom. 8:1; Heb. 9:25-28). Jesus’ work is 
absolutely necessary for acceptance before God (Matt. 26:39; Luke 24:25-26; Rom. 3:26; 
Heb. 2:17, 9:23-26, 10:4). Jesus Christ’s sufferings included no less than the following: 
his whole, earthly life (Heb. 5:8; Isa. 53:3; Heb. 12:3-4; Matt. 4:1-11), the physical and 
emotional pain of crucifixion (Matt. 26:38; Mark 15:24), the pain of bearing sin (Isa. 
53:12; Gal. 3:13; Heb. 9:28; 1 Pet. 2:24), abandonment by both God and man (Mark 
14:34; John 13:1; Matt. 27:46; Hab. 1:13), and bearing of the holy wrath of God against 
iniquity (Rom. 3:25-26; Heb. 2:17; 1 John 2:2, 4:10). Jesus suffered death actually 
completing the salvation of his people (John 19:30). We count all things but loss and 
refuse for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord, in whose wounds we 
find all manner of consolation.24 
 

• When Jesus Christ died, he actually paid the penalty and price of sin for his people (Matt. 
1:21; Luke 19:10; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 1:3-4; 1 Tim. 1:15). Though his death was sufficient 
for all, it is only efficient for a few (John 10:11, 15:13; Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:25; Rom. 5:8; 
Isa. 53:12). The death of Jesus has global implications for people from every tribe, 
nation, and tongue under heaven (Rev. 7:9-11; John 1:29, 6:51; 1 John 2:2; Heb. 2:9). 
Redemption affects all Creation (Col. 1:20; Rom. 8: 22-25). 
 

• Jesus Christ was supernaturally raised from the dead (Matt. 28:1-20; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 
24:1-53; John 20:1-21) by the will and glory of both the Father (Acts 2:24; Rom. 6:4; 1 
Cor. 6:14; Gal. 1:1) and the Son (John 2:19-22, 10:17-18, 11:25). He was raised for our 
regeneration (1 Pet. 1:3; Eph. 2:5-6; Phil. 3:20), our justification (Rom. 4:25; Phil. 2:8-9, 
Eph. 2:6), our own resurrection (1 Cor. 6:14; 2 Cor. 4:14), and for the basis of our holy 
living (1 Cor. 15:17-19, 58; Col. 3:1-4; Rom. 6:11-13).  
 

• Jesus Christ ascended to the right hand of God the Father where he rules and reigns from 
on high with all authority, power, and majesty (Acts 1:8, 2:33; Luke 22:69; Heb. 1:3, 8:1-
2; Psa. 110). He currently intercedes for his people (Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:23-25). 
 

• In his life, death, and current reign at the right hand of God, Jesus became everything 
Israel was supposed to be. He is the supreme priest (Heb.6:19-20, 9:24-26, 10:4, 19-22), 
prophet (Deut. 18:15-18; Matt. 16:14; Luke 7:16), and king (Matt. 2:2; John 18:36; Luke 
19:38; Eph. 1:20-22).  
 

• Jesus Christ is the only Savior of mankind and explicit faith in him is necessary for the 
application of his work to the individual (John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 1 Tim. 2:5; Rom. 5:17-19, 
10:14-15; Rev. 5:9-10; Luke 24:46-47). Humanity has no access to the God they spurned 
except through the only Mediator and Advocate.25 

                                                        
24 The Belgic Confession Article 21 
25 The Belgic Confession Article 26 
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Concerning the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit 
• Scripture teaches that the Holy Spirit is a fully and completely divine person who 

possesses all of the divine attributes of God (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 5:3-4; John 12:26; 
14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7). He is the third person of the Triune God. The Holy Spirit is said 
to be eternal (Heb. 9:14), omnipresent (Psa. 139:7-10), omniscient (1 Cor. 2:10-11), 
omnipotent (Luke 1:35-37), and holy (Rom. 1:4). Paul the apostle divinely asserted that 
God speaking through the prophets in the Old Testament is accomplished though the 
Holy Spirit (Isa. 6:9-10; Acts 28:25-27). The Holy Spirit also does things attributed to 
God: participating in creation (Job 33:4), begetting Christ in the womb (Luke 1:35), and 
inspiring Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21). 

• The Spirit is not an impersonal force or angel. The Scriptures list many personal activities 
of the Holy Spirit that necessitate personhood: comforting (John 12:26), teaching (John 
14:26), speaking (Acts 8:29), making decisions (Acts 15:28), grieving over sin (Eph. 
4:30), overruling human actions (Acts 16:6-7), searching the deep things of God and 
knowing the thoughts of God (1 Cor. 2:10-11), determining the distribution of the gifts (1 
Cor. 12:11), interpreting and bringing human prayer before the throne of the Father 
(Rom. 8:26-27), assuring believers of their adoption (Rom. 8:16), and bearing witness to 
and glorifying Christ (John 15:26, 16:14). 
 

• The Holy Spirit’s role in the believer’s life is of paramount importance. The Christian life 
is the Spirit-filled life (Rom. 8). The Spirit gives both spiritual (John 3, 6:36; Rom. 8:11) 
and physical (Psa. 104:29-30; Job 34:14-15) life, he empowers Christians for gospel 
service (Deut. 34:9; Ezek. 2:2,3:26; Dan. 4:8-9,18,5:11; Mic. 3:8), he sovereignly 
bestows spiritual gifts to the Church (1 Cor. 12-14; Eph. 4:7-13), he purifies and 
continually sanctifies (John 16:8-11; Gal. 5:22-23; 1 Cor. 6:9-11), he gives evidence of 
God's presence (Num. 11:25-26; Acts 2), he directs God's people (Acts 8:29, 10:19-
20,13:2; Gal. 5:16-26), he gives us assurance of our salvation (1 John 3:24,4:13), he 
teaches and illumines truth (John 14:26, 16:13; Acts 20:23, 21:4; Luke 21:10-16; 1 Cor. 
2:12, 2:14-15), and also unifies and promotes fellowship amongst believers (Acts 2:44-
47; 2 Cor. 13:14; Eph. 2:18-22; 1 Cor. 12:7).  
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Concerning the Doctrine of Salvation 
• Salvation is a monergistic work of God in which he applies the benefits of Christ’s saving 

work through the Holy Spirit to the life of an individual. The order of salvation (ordo 
salutis) is as follows: antecedents (election, effectual call/ gospel call), beginning 
(regeneration, conversion, justification, adoption, and sanctification), and 
continuation/completion (sanctification, perseverance, death, and glorification). Salvation 
is a trinitarian work in which the Father elects, the Son purchases, and the Spirit applies.  
Because sin has tainted every part of man, salvation involves the redemption of the whole 
man.26  

• Election is a work of God before the creation of the world in which he chooses some 
people to be saved; not on account of any foreseen merit in them27, but only because his 
sovereign good pleasure (Deut. 7:6; Neh. 9:7; Hag. 2:23; Acts 13:48; Rom. 8:28-30, 9; 
Eph. 1:4-6). Election is always to the holiness of the individual (Eph. 1:4-6; 1 Thess. 1:4-
7; Col. 3:12-17; 1 Pet. 1:2), is a reason to praise God (2 Thess. 2:13), is a comfort to the 
believer amidst suffering (Rom. 8:28-30), and is an incentive for evangelism (2 Tim. 
2:10; Acts 18:9-10). Before the creation of the world, God also decided to pass over some 
in the redemption of humanity leaving them eternally in their fallen state (Prov.16:4; Jude 
4; Rom. 9:17-22, 11:7; 1 Pet. 2:8; Rev.13:7-8, 17:8).28 Because salvation is a gift of grace 
and mercy, he has done no wrong in leaving some in their fallen state. 

 
• The effectual calling of God is the powerful, inward call of God wherein he internally 

beckons the sinner to himself via the external, preached Word. When God effectually 
calls people in this powerful way, he calls them “out of darkness into his marvelous light” 
(1 Pet. 2:9); he calls them “into fellowship with his Son” (1 Cor. 1:9); and “into his own 
kingdom and glory” (1 Thess. 2:12). People who have been called by God belong to 
Jesus Christ (Rom. 1:6). They are called ‘saints’ (Rom. 1:7), and have come into the 
realm of peace (1 Cor. 7:15), freedom (Gal. 5:13), hope (Eph. 1:18), holiness (1 Thess. 
4:7), patient endurance of suffering (1 Pet. 2:20-21), and eternal life (1 Tim. 6:12). God 
calls a person to Christ by bringing them into contact with the gospel of Jesus Christ and 
then making their dead hearts alive so that they hear the gospel as irresistibly true and 
beautiful.  
 

• The general gospel call is the message of the good news of Jesus’ redemption and 
subsequent invitation to respond to God in faith and redemption (Matt. 28:18-20; Rom. 
10:14; 2 Cor. 5:20; 1 Cor. 15:1-4). 

o The Gospel message contains certain, key elements. If the preaching lacks any 
feature of these elements, the gospel message has not been holistically preached. 
The message is as follows: God created a good world where he invited humanity 

                                                        
26 The Baptist Faith and Message Section 4 
27 Belgic Confession Article 16 
28 Westminster Confession of Faith Chapter 3:7 
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to work with him and reflect his glory. Man spurned God’s offer and communion 
and brought sin, death, and destruction to the whole cosmos. God began to 
redeem the fallen world by working through covenants with the nation of Israel. 
They were to be priests, prophets, and kings who would herald the message of 
hope found in Yahweh’s rule and reign. Eventually, God came himself to do what 
Israel was supposed to do. In the fullness of time, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the Law, to redeem those under the Law, that we might 
receive adoption as his sons. God came himself in the face of Jesus Christ to do 
what we could not do, to keep a law we could not keep, to die a death we 
deserved to die, to be raised to life for justification and world in dire need of help, 
and much more. Through faith and repentance, guilty sinners can be reunited in 
communion with God and further herald the message of redemption to the entire 
world.  

o People need to respond to Jesus Christ’s free offer of salvation in faith and 
repentance (John 1:11-12; Acts 2:37-38, 3:19, 5:31, 20:21; Rom. 2:4;  2 Cor. 
7:10; Matt. 11:28-30; Rev. 22:17). Failure to respond to Christ will result in 
eternal loss (Matt. 5:22, 10:28; Luke 3:12, 12:5; Mark 9:43-48; Rom. 2:6-8; 1 
Thess. 5:3). Responding to Jesus positively will result in eternal life and 
satisfaction in his presence (John 3:16, 6:37; Acts 2:38, 3:19).  

o Ministers are to give the gospel indiscriminately to all people as commanded by 
Christ (Matt. 28:18-20).  
 

• Regeneration is a secret work of God in which he imparts new life to the individual (John 
3:3, 5). It is a work of God (John 1:12-13; 1 Pet. 1:13-14) that is simultaneous with the 
effectual call of God (Ezek. 36:26-27; Jas. 1:18; Acts 10:44). Regeneration precedes faith 
in Christ (Being born again results in salvation; not being saved results in being born 
again; 1 Cor. 2:14; Rom. 3:11). This imparting of new life results in a change of behavior 
in the individual’s life (Rom. 10:9-11, 1 John 1:7, 2:29, 3:10, 4:6-7, 5:2). The evidence of 
regeneration is right behavior, right doctrine, and right affections (John 15; Gal. 5:22-23; 
1 John 3:9, 4:7, 5:3-4). If anyone is lacking in these areas, they should consider spiritual 
introspection (2 Pet. 1:10).  
 

• Conversion is our willing response to Jesus Christ through faith and repentance. True 
saving faith must involve knowledge, approval, and trust. Saving faith is trust in Jesus 
Christ as a living person for forgiveness of sins and for eternal life with God (Jas. 2:19; 
Rom. 1:32; Acts 26:27; John 3:2; John 1:12, 6:37, 7:37; Matt. 11:28-30; Heb. 7:25). 
Repentance is a heartfelt sorrow for sin, a renouncing of it, a sincere commitment to 
forsake it, and to walk in obedience with the Lord Jesus Christ (Luke 18:18-30, 24:46-47; 
Acts 2:37-39, 3:19, 17:30; Rom. 2:4; 2 Cor. 7:10). Though found separately in different 
pericopes, repentance and faith are inseparable when coming to Christ.    
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• Justification is the instantaneous legal act of God in which he thinks of our sins as 

forgiven and the Lord Jesus Christ’s righteousness as belonging to us (Rom. 3:20, 26, 28, 
5:1, 8:30, 10:4; Gal. 2:16, 3:24). God declares us to be righteous in His holy sight (Rom. 
3:26) by imputing Christ’s righteousness to us (Rom. 4:3, 6, 5:17). The logic of 
imputation is as follows:  Adam’s sin and guilt were imputed to all humanity (Rom. 5:12-
14), our sins were imputed to Christ (2 Cor. 5:21), and Christ’s righteousness is imputed 
to us (Rom. 5:17-19). Justification comes entirely by God’s grace and not on account of 
any merit in ourselves (Rom. 3:20-24). God justifies us through our faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Our faith is an instrument to obtain justification, but has no merit in itself 
(Eph 2:8-10).29 
 

• Adoption is an act of God in which he brings people into his divine family and procures 
to them all the benefits of being sons and daughters of the King. In adoption, God 
considers us his children (John 1:12) instead of children of wrath (Eph. 2:3) or the devil 
(John 8:42-47). It stems from God’s love for us (Eph. 1:4-5; Jer.31:3), is through faith in 
Christ (Rom. 8:14-16; Gal. 3:26, 4:4-5), and is a privilege of a Father to His children (1 
John 3:1; Eph. 5:1). Because we are His children, we are all spiritually related (Psa. 
103:13; Isa. 43:6-7; Mal. 1:16) and can be disciplined as sons and daughters (Heb. 12). 
 

• Sanctification is the process between God and man where the Lord slowly but surely 
conforms us to the image of his Son. We increase in actual holiness and the desire for 
such a practice. Sanctification has a definite beginning at regeneration (Titus  3:5; 1 Cor. 
6:11; Rom. 6:11-14,17-18), continues throughout your whole life (2 Cor. 3:18; Phil. 3:13-
14; Heb. 12:1,14: Jas. 1:22; 1 Pet. 1:15), is completed at death for our souls and when the 
Lord returns for our bodies (Heb. 12:23; Rev. 21:27), and is never finished in this life 
(Jas. 3:2; 1 John 1:8; 1 Kings 8:46; Ecc. 7:20; Matt. 6:11-12).30  Within the holiness 
process, God and man cooperate synergistically: God initiates and brings about the desire 
for holiness for His glory (1 Thess. 5:23; Phil.2:13; 1 Cor. 6:11) and we give our habits of 
godliness to that same end (Phil. 2:12; Rom. 6:4; Heb.12:1). The sanctification process 
effects our whole being: in our knowledge ( Col. 1:10, 3:10; Phil. 1:9; Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 
10:5), in our emotions (Gal. 5:22; 1 Pet.2:11; Rom. 6:17), in our will (Phil. 2:13), in our 
spirits (2 Cor. 7:1, 34), and in our bodies (1 Thess. 5:23; 1 Cor. 6:19-20).  

• Perseverance of the saints or preservation of the Savior means that all those who are truly 
regenerated will be kept by God’s power and will persevere as Christians until the end of 
their lives (Rom. 8:1, 8:29-30; John 3:36, 5:24, 6:4-7, 38-40, 10:27-29; 1 John 5:13; Eph. 

                                                        
29 Westminster Confession of Faith Chapter 11:2 
30 The Baptist Faith and Message Section 4:C 
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1:13-14; Phil. 1:6; 1 Pet. 1:5; Jud. 1:24).31 Though the believer may be involved in sin for 
a time32, those who persevere until the end have been truly regenerated and all who are 
truly regenerate will persevere to the end (John 8:31-32, 10:22; Col. 1:22-23; Heb. 3:14; 
1 John 2:19; Matt. 24:12-13, 10:22; Gal. 6:9; Jas. 5:19-20). Those who finally fall away 
may have shown many signs of conversion (Matt. 26:22; Gal. 2:4; 2 Cor. 11:15,26; Matt. 
7:21-23; Mark 4:5-6,16-17; John 15:1-7; Heb. 6:1-4, 10:26-31). 

• Death is the cessation of life wherein we go to be in the presence of the Lord (Heb. 9:27, 
12:23; Luke 23:43; 2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:19-26). Death is not a punishment for Christians 
(Rom. 8:1) but the final outcome of living in a fallen world (1 Cor. 15:26, 54-55).God 
uses the experience of death to complete our sanctification (Rom. 8:28; Heb. 12:6, 10-11, 
2:10,5:8; Rev. 2:10; Phil. 3:10,1:20) and our union with Christ (Rom. 8:17; 1 Pet. 4:13, 
2:21). Following in the train of the martyrs and apostles before us, we acknowledge that 
our obedience to God is more important that preserving our own lives (Acts 5:29, 21:13; 
2 Cor. 11:23-28; 2 Tim. 4:6-7; Rev. 12:11). The death of believers is a deeply 
encouraging reality yet tinged with sadness (2 Cor.5:8; Phil. 1:21-23, 2:27 ;Rev. 14:13; 
Rom. 8:38-40; Acts 8:2,20:37-38; 2 Sam. 1:11-27; John 11:35; Psa. 116:15; 1 Thess. 
4:13). However, the death of unbelievers is a deeply sorrowful event because they 
immediately suffer eternal perdition (Luke 16:24-26; Matt. 25:41, 46; John 5:28-29; Acts 
24:15; Rev. 20:12-15). Such a horrid reality should provoke us to preach the gospel with 
more immediacy and passion (Rom. 9:1-3; 2 Sam.1:19-25). 

• Glorification is the goal/end of God’s salvation in which God will raise both believers 
and unbelievers from the dead and give them resurrected bodies fit for life on his 
renewed earth (Rom. 8:23-25,30; Heb. 11:13-16; Job 19:25-27; 1 Cor. 15:12-14).Our 
bodies will be glorified at the Second Coming of Christ (Phil. 3:20-21; 1 Cor. 15:20-24) 
at the first resurrection (1 Cor. 15:52-55; Rev. 20:4-6)). Nonbelievers will experience the 
same thing except will be given a body ready for eternal punishment at the second 
resurrection (Rev. 20:11-15; John 5:28-29). The resurrected bodies will be completely in 
tune with the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 15:42-49; 1 John 3:2-3).Glorification is the final blessed 
and abiding state of the redeemed.33  

• Though not explicitly taught within the pages of God’s word, the case for the doctrine 
called the “age of accountability” can be made through inferential arguments. Because of 
the work of Christ, infants who die prematurely are brought into the presence of God 
without explicit faith in him. The following streams of arguments ground such a belief: 
Scripture teaches there is a time in one’s life where they are viewed as innocent or not 
able to tell right from wrong (Isa. 7:14-16; Rom. 7:7-11; 9:10-11; Ezek. 28:15; Deut. 

                                                        
31 The Baptist Faith and Message Section 5 
32 Westminster Confession of Faith Chapter 17:3 
33 The Baptist Faith and Message Section 4:D 
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1:37-39), Jesus uses a child as a example of virtue and humility (Matt. 18:1-5), it would 
seem to be in the character of a loving God to accept children into his presence and not 
send them to Hell (1 John 4:8), David believed he would see his child after he died (2 
Sam. 12:19-23), John the Baptist was regenerated in the womb (Luke 1:4-5), judgment 
seems to be based upon knowledge and the ability to accept or reject that knowledge 
(Rom. 1:18-32), God seems to consistently save children of believers (Gen. 7:1; Heb. 
11:7; Josh. 2:18; Psa. 103:17; John 4:53; Acts 2:39, 11:14 [?], 16:31, 18:8; 1 Cor. 1:16, 
7:14; Titus 1:6), and Jesus beckons the children to himself (Luke 18:16-17; Matt. 19:13-
15; Mark 10:13-16).  
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Concerning the Doctrine of the Church 
• A New Testament Church of the Lord Jesus Christ is an autonomous, local congregation 

of baptized believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gospel; 
observing the two ordinances of Christ, governed by his laws, exercising the gifts, rights, 
and privileges invested in them by his Word, and seeking to extend the gospel to the ends 
of the earth.34 It is both an organization called to bring the life-giving salvation of Christ 
to the world and an organism which is growing because of that life-giving salvation. 
 

• The prominence and preeminence that the pages of the New Testament devote to the 
Church implies that it is God’s main locus of salvific work for the world. The word 
“Church” is used in many ways within the New Testament: used of single congregations 
(Rev. 1:4, 11), used of different congregations throughout a single region (Acts 9:31), 
used of a single congregation being a part of a larger entity (1 Cor. 1:2), and used of the 
New Testament believing community (1 Cor. 15:9; Eph. 5:25). The Church is also 
described in many other metaphorical ways: body (Eph. 1:22,23, 2:16, 4:4; Col. 1:18; 1 
Cor. 12:13), bride (Eph. 5:23; Rev. 19:7-9), temple / Building (2 Cor. 6:16-18; Eph. 2:20, 
21; 1 Pet. 2:5), priesthood (1 Pet. 2:5,9; Rev. 1:6), flock (John 10:11-17; Acts 20:28; 1 
Pet. 5:3), family (Eph. 5:1), pillar (1 Tim. 3:15), and the People of God (1 Pet. 2:9; see 
Exod. 19:1-6). It is both a visible and invisible reality.35  
 

• There are not two people of God (Israel and the Church), but one body made up of both 
Jewish and Gentile believers (Eph. 2:11-22; Rom. 2:28-29, 11:11-32; Gal. 6:16; Heb. 8; 
Jas. 1:1; 1 Pet. 1:11). The mystery hidden for ages was that Gentiles would be included in 
the people of God; not that they would create a separate people of God (Eph. 2:1-3:11; 
Gal. 1:11-2:10, 3:1-18; Rom. 4; Acts 10: 11-18, 15). 
 

• The purposes of the Church are as follows: worship God in all his splendor (Col. 3:16; 
Eph. 1:12, 5:16-19; Rev. 5:9-15, 7:9-17), nurture and mature believers to their full 
potential in Christ (Col. 1:28, 2:2-3; Eph. 4:12-13), and world evangelism and works of 
mercy (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 11:29; 2 Cor. 8:4; 1 John 3:17; Luke 6:35-36). It is a vehicle 
for God to extend his rule and reign to every corner of Creation (Matt. 12:28; Eph. 3:10-
11). Expository preaching and the adulation of biblical preaching are vital means to the 
Church fulfilling their purposes. 
 

• Christ is the head of the Church (Eph. 1:22, 5:23; Col. 2:10, 19; 1 Tim. 3:15) and he has 
ordained two office of the local Church: the office of elder (Acts 14:23, 20:17, 28; Titus 
1:5, 7; Phil. 1:1;1Thess. 5:12,13; Heb. 13:17; 1 Tim. 4:14; Jas. 5:14; 1 Pet. 5:1-2) and the 
office of deacon (Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3:8-13; Acts 6:1-6; Rom. 16:1). There are specific 
qualities and criterion for both offices (1 Tim. 3:2-7; Titus 1:6-9). The office of the 
pastor/elder/bishop is a male-filling role within the Church (1 Tim. 2:11-14, 3:1-7; 1 Cor. 
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14:33-36; Titus 1:5-9; Matt. 19:28; Rev. 21:14). While not everyone fills the roles of 
deacon or elder, all believers are priests within God’s kingdom (Exo. 19:6; 1 Pet. 2:9; 
Rev. 1:6). The office of apostle with its authoritative teaching role is subsumed in the 
teachings of the apostles found in the New Testament documents.  
 

• For the sake of holiness and the expansion of the gospel to the nations, the Church has the 
power, right, and humble duty of discipline to its local congregants (Matt. 18:15-20; Gal. 
6:1; Jas. 5:20; 1 John 5:16-17; 1 Tim. 1:20; 1 Cor. 5:1-13). The purposes of Church 
discipline are to restore and reconcile a believer who is going astray (2 Cor. 2:7-8), to 
keep sin from spreading within the body (Heb. 12:15; 1 Cor. 5:2, 6-7; 1 Tim. 5:20; Gal. 
2:11), to protect the purity of the Church and the honor of Christ (Rom. 2:24; 1 Cor. 6:6, 
11:27-34; Rev. 2:14-15, 20).36  
 

• There are two symbols or ordinances in the church that are indicative of being in Christ 
and being in covenanting community with him: baptism and the Lord's Supper. Both are 
visible signs and seals of an inward and invisible thing.37  
 

• Baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the Father, the Son, and 
Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 2:38, 41, 8:12-16, 38, 9:18, 10:47-48, 16:15, 33).38 
Baptism is a vivid representation of our union and identification with Christ’s life, death, 
and resurrection and our purification and cleansing from that reality (Rom. 6:1-12; 1 Cor. 
10:1-22; Gal. 3:14-4:11; Col. 2:2-3:11; Acts 22:16). It further represents the believer’s 
union with Christ and thus deliverance from wrath to come (1 Pet. 3:21). It is the visible 
act of entrance into the covenant body (Acts 2:38, 41, 8:12-16, 38). A believer is to act in 
accordance with the new life represented in baptism (Rom. 6:4; Gal. 3:27). Though 
commanded by both Jesus (Matt. 28:19) and the apostles (Acts 2:38), baptism is not 
necessary for the Christian’s justification (Luke 23:43; Gal. 5:1-12). Though typically 
administered by the leaders in the Church, the ordinance can be administered by any 
member in good standing in the Church (Matt. 28:19). Baptism is to be administered only 
once to the believer.39 

 
• The Eucharist is the second ordinance the Lord instituted before his death (Matt. 26:26-

29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-23; 1 Cor. 11:17-32; John 6:22-59).The meaning of the 
Lord’s table is multifaceted: it symbolizes the death of Christ (1 Cor. 11:26), it reminds 
us of our participation in the benefits of his death (Matt. 26:26), it provides spiritual 
nourishment (John 6:53-57), it is a vivid picture of the unity of the body (1 Cor. 10:17), 
Christ affirms his love via the pictorial representation of his sacrifice, Christ affirms that 
all the blessings of salvation are reserved for those who have faith in him, and the meal 
offered the Christian the circumstance to affirm their love for him. Christ is 
“dynamically” present within the items via the Holy Spirit. Christ is essentially present in 
his entire person and is received by believers. The elements are effectual in eating them 

                                                        
36 Second Helvetic Confession Chapter 18 
37 Belgic Confession Article 33 
38 The Baptist Faith and Message Section 7 
39 Westminster Confession of Faith Chapter 28:7 



 

 
22 

 

in faith. The Table should be taken within the worship of the local body frequently (Acts 
2:42, 46; 20:7, 11). Though typically administered by leaders in the Church, the elements 
can be administered by any member in good standing with the leadership of the Church 
(Matt. 28:18-20). 

 
• Though not engaging in any direct political campaign or activity as an organization, 

individual Church members can seek to influence civil government according to God’s 
moral standards and God’s purposes for government as revealed in the Bible (when 
rightly understood). But while Christians exercise this influence, they must 
simultaneously insist on protecting freedom of religion for all citizens. In addition, 
“significant influence” does not mean angry, belligerent, intolerant, judgmental, red-
faced, and hate-filled influence, but rather winsome, kind, thoughtful, loving, persuasive 
influence that is suitable to each circumstance and that always protects the other person’s 
right to disagree, but that is also uncompromising about the truthfulness and moral 
goodness of the teachings of God’s Word.40 Christians everywhere should be heralds of 
peace and reconciliation seeking to bring the tranquility of the gospel to the nations 
during tumultuous times. War is a great evil and the true remedy for the war spirit is the 
gospel of our Lord.41 

 
• Though not the main purpose of the body, the Church does not create a subculture but 

seeks to expressly influence society and culture by the expansion and propagation of 
truth. God is both sovereign over the world and the Church making the Christian a citizen 
of two kingdoms- God’s and Caesar’s (Luke 20:20-26; Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Pet. 2:13-17; Acts 
4:19, 5:29). As the culture and the Church interfaces, the people of God must decide to 
receive, redeem, or reject various aspects of the cultural milieu according to biblical truth. 
God’s truth and the gospel have supremacy when the two represent opposing viewpoints.  
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Concerning the Doctrine of Last Things 
• Christ will suddenly, personally, visibly, and bodily return to rule and reign upon the 

earth at his Second Coming (Acts. 1:8-11; Matt. 24:44; John 14:3; 1 Thess. 4:16; Heb. 
9:28; Jas. 5:8; Rev. 22:20). The return of Christ is not a vivid metaphor for an earthly, 
spiritual reality or an allegorical picture for ethical admonitions but the blessed hope of 
the Church (Titus 2:12-13; Phil. 3:20; 1 Cor. 16:22; Matt. 25:21). The timing of his return 
is unknown (Matt. 24:44, 25:13; Mark 13:33). Though unknown, there are certain signs 
that precede the return of Christ: the gospel reaching all people groups (Matt. 13:10), the 
great tribulation (Mark 13:7-8, 19-20), false prophets working signs and wonders (Mark 
13:22), signs in the heavens (Mark 13:24-25), the coming of the Man of Sin and the 
rebellion (1 John 2:18; 2 Thess. 2:1-10), and a future revival amongst the nation of Israel 
(Rom. 11:12, 25-26).  
 

• God will raise the dead (1 Thess. 4:13-17; 1 Cor. 15; Phil. 3:20) and bestow new, 
resurrection bodies to all of humanity (2 Cor. 4:14; 1 Cor. 6:14; John 5:29; Acts 24:15; 
Dan. 12:3). All of creation will be renewed and redeemed from the curse inflicted upon it 
(Gen. 3:17-19; Rom. 8:19-23). 
 

• The millennial position that most faithfully represents the biblical portrait and the early 
Church’s position is the Historic Premillennial position which posits that Christ will 
return at the end of history before a period of time (known as the millennium) in which 
he reigns on earth manufacturing a golden era of peace and blessedness for believers of 
all times past and present. The post-tribulational “rapture” or gathering most accurately 
captures Scripture’s nuances concerning Jesus’ Second Coming (1 Thess. 4:13-17; Matt. 
24:29-31; 2 Thess. 1:5-7, 2:1-11, Mark 13; Luke 21; 1 Pet. 4:17; Heb. 12:3-11; Rev. 
3:10; Gal. 1:4; John 17:5; Rev. 6:9-11, 9:4, 20-21, 14:9-10, 16:1-2, 20:1-6). Ultimately, 
well-meaning Christians have come to different opinions and rigid dogmatism is to be 
avoided. 

• Christ will return to judge the living and the dead (2 Tim. 4:1; Acts 10:42; John 5:26-
27).42 Though the nature of the judgment will be drastically different, all will be judged 
according to their deeds: angels (2 Pet. 2:4; 1 Cor. 6:3, unbelievers (Rom. 2:5-7; Rev. 
20:12; Luke 12:2-3, 47-48, 20:47), and believers (Rom. 14:10, 12; 2 Cor. 5:10; Matt. 
25:31-46; John 5:24; Rev. 11:18). The righteous will receive their reward.43 Believers 
will have an active role in the judging of the world (1 Cor. 6:2-3; Rev. 20:4; Matt. 19:28). 
The judgment at the end of age will satisfy human longing for justice and righteousness 
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because the King will right all cosmic and common wrongs and put the world to rights as 
it once was.  
 

• Based upon their reception or rejection of Jesus Christ as their Savior, individuals will 
either depart into eternal, conscious punishment away from the presence of Christ (Rev. 
20:15; Phil. 3:9l 1 Thess. 5:3; Rom. 2:6-8; Matt. 25:41, 46; Mark 9:43-48) or eternal, 
blessed felicity in the presence of Christ as he rules and reigns upon the new heavens and 
the new earth (Matt. 25:34; Isa. 65:17; Rev. 20:11, 21:2; Rom. 8:19-21; 2 Pet. 3:10). 
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Miscellaneous 
• The family is God’s ordained foundational institution of human society.44 Marriage is the 

union of one male and one female in loving, covenant commitment before God, family, 
and friends for the duration of one’s life (Gen. 2:18-25; Matt. 19:5; Eph. 5:31; Mal. 2:15-
16). It is a visual representation of Jesus’ relationship with his bride, the Church (Eph. 
5:32-33). Scripture repeatedly disavows adultery, divorce, and any other threat to God’s 
intent in marriage  and human interaction throughout its pages (1 Cor. 7; Matt. 5:28, 
19:1-12; 1 Thess. 4:3-6; Exo. 34:12-17; Lev. 17:7, 20:1-7; Deut. 31:16, 19, 30, 
32:16,21).While affirming the equal worth and dignity before God (Gen. 1:26-28; 1 Cor. 
7:4; Gal. 3:28), Scripture commands specific roles in the marriage, family, and church 
relationship between men and women (Eph. 5:21-33; Col. 3:18-4:1; 1 Pet. 2:3-3:12; 1 
Cor. 11:1-16; 1 Thess. 2:10-12).  

 
• Homosexuality is a deviation from God’s original, creation intent and order for human 

sexuality (Gen. 1-2; Matt. 19:1-12) and is repeatedly denounced within the pages of 
Scripture (Gen. 19; Lev. 18:22, 20:13; Jud. 19-20; Rom. 1:18-32; 1 Tim. 1:10; 1 Cor. 6:1-
11). The solution to the sin of homosexuality is the same as any other sin- repenting and 
trusting in Jesus Christ for salvation (1 Cor. 6:11; Rom. 6:23; Phil. 2:13; 1 John 1:9). 

 
• God the Father is the initiator, source, and goal of missions (Acts 2:46-47, 6:7, 9:31, 

12:24, 16:5, 19:5, 28:30-31), God the Son is the model and metaphor for cross-cultural, 
incarnational ministry (Rom. 8:3; Gal. 4:4; 1 John 4:9), and God the Holy Spirit is the 
empowering agent for missionary success and movements (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-8). 
Missionary motives are as follows: passionate zeal for the person of Jesus Christ to be 
worshipped in all his majestic splendor, obedience to the Great Commission and other 
imperatives to go, love for both God and sinners, the ghastly reality of eternal, conscious 
punishment, and the satisfying nature of working with God in his quest for universal 
renown in the saving of needy sinners. Missionaries are elder-approved officials sent out 
under the authority of the body of Christ (Acts 13:1-3). 
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Apostle’s Creed, Nicene Creed, Chalcedonian Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 
and of all things visible and invisible 

And in Jesus one (and the same Son) Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord: 
begotten of the Father before all worlds; 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; 
at once complete in Godhead and complete in manhood, truly God and truly man, 

consisting also of a reasonable soul and body; 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

of one substance with the Father as regards his Godhead, 
by whom all things were made. 

Who, for us men for our salvation, came down from heaven 
as regards his Godhead, begotten of the Father before the ages, but yet as regards his 

manhood begotten, for us men and for our salvation 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary the God-bearer: 

and was made man 
and at the same time of one substance with us as regards his manhood; like us in all 

respects, apart from sin 
one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-begotten, recognized in two natures, without 

confusion, without change, without division, without separation; the distinction of natures 
being in no way annulled by the union, but rather the characteristics of each nature being 

preserved and coming together to form one person and subsistence, not as parted or 
separated into two persons, but one and the same Son and Only-begotten God the Word, 

Lord Jesus Christ 
Suffered for us under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead and buried: 

He descended into hell: (omitted) (omitted) 
The third day he rose again from the dead: 

according to the Scriptures 
He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty: 

From thence he shall come with glory to judge the quick and the dead: 
whose kingdom shall have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost: 
the Lord and Giver of Life; 

who proceeds from the Father [and the Son]; 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; 

who spoke by the prophets. 
I believe in the holy catholic church: 

the communion of saints: 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins: 

The resurrection of the body: 
And the life everlasting. Amen. 

 


