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―Jesus’ Seven Messianic Signs‖  

 Throughout John’s gospel, the author includes seven messianic miracles or ―signs‖ that 

indicate that Jesus is inaugurating his messianic kingdom. The signs point to the fact that Jesus is 

God,  has all authority, and is bringing in the Messianic era. The seven signs are as follows: Jesus turns 

water into wine (2:1-11), the healing of the official’s son (4:46-54) , the healing on the Sabbath (5:1-15), 

the feeding the five thousand (6:5-13), Jesus walks on water (6:16-21), the healing of the blind man (9:1-

7), and Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead (11:1-44). The ESV study Bible says: 

In each of the signs that John includes, the emphasis is on the way in which the ―sign‖ 

reveals Jesus' messianic character (12:37–40; 20:30–31) and on the exceptional and 

striking nature of the feat accomplished by Jesus—such as the large quantity and high 

quality of wine (2:6, 10), the fact that the official's son is healed a long distance away by 

the sheer power of Jesus' word (4:47, 49–50), the invalid's recovery from a 38-year-long 

ordeal (5:5), the large quantity of food produced by Jesus (6:13), the man's recovery from 

lifelong blindness (9:1–2), and the raising of Lazarus after four days in the tomb (11:17, 

39).  

 

 The first sign occurred at a wedding in Cana. This sign transpired because the hosts of the 

wedding feast ran out of wine (v. 3). Bloomberg notes that ―inability to provide for the festivities 

would have caused the host of the mutliday party acute social embarrassment and shame.‖ The 

wedding party's running out of wine may be seen as symbolizing the spiritual barrenness of first-

century Judaism, especially against an OT background that viewed wine (but never drunkenness) 

as a sign of joy and God's blessing (Psa. 104:15; Prov. 3:10; Matt. 26:29). The main thrust of the 

event has nothing to do with what was the makeup of the wine (alcoholic or not), but rather the 

Messiah’s kingdom being manifested. Wine/wedding celebrations in the O.T. were a picture of 

the Messianic era had come (Isa. 54:4-8; 62:4-5; Jer. 31:12-13; Hos. 2:14-23; Amos 9:13-14).  

Jesus is bringing the wine of the new age, a joy that transcends and replaces the old ―water‖ of 

Jewish ritual. Verse 11 says this sign ―manifested his glory.‖ This miracle showed the glory of 

Jesus as the sovereign Creator and ruler of the material universe and also as the merciful God 
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who provides abundantly for his people's needs  

 The second sign in John 4:46-54 may correspond to the healing of the Centurion’s servant found 

in two of the synoptics (Matt. 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10). This sign is the second performed in Cana. An 

official’s son is ill and he comes to Jesus, out of faith, asking Jesus to sovereignly heal him (v. 47, 49). 

Jesus, by mere word, heals his son from miles away (v. 50). John’s signs also express the need for trust in 

Jesus and who he says he is (v. 50b). This sign shows that Jesus is completely sovereign and has all 

authority in his messianic kingdom, even over life and death from miles away. The end of ch. four begins 

the Jewish leadership’s opposition to Jesus and his inaugurated kingdom.  

 In his next sign, Jesus heals a man who is called an ―invalid‖ or paralytic on the Sabbath (5:1-17). 

Jesus decides to sovereignly heal one of the man ―invalids‖ that were present near the Bethesda pool (vv. 

3,5). The Jewish leaders take offense to Jesus breaking the Sabbatical laws that they themselves had 

created. The sign leads into Jesus’ discourse where he defends his healing on the Sabbath. Two themes 

arise in his discourse: (1) Jesus is completely dependent on and subordinate to his Father and (2) the 

Father entrusts all judgment to Jesus. This sign leads directly into Jesus’ next miracle.  

 The next ―sign‖ is found in all four gospel accounts (Matt. 14:13-21; Mark 6:31-44; Luke 9:10-

17; John 6:5-15). The sign shows that Jesus fulfills symbolism related to God's provision of manna 

to Israel in the wilderness through Moses (6:30–31). As seen in the feeding of the five thousand, 

Jesus has all sovereign authority and can provide and meet the needs of his people. This sign 

leads directly into Jesus’ discourse on him being the ―Bread of Life.‖ In vv. 16- 21, Jesus is said 

to walk on water. John does not explicitly categorize this as a sign as he does with the other 

miracles throughout the gospel. Jesus’ walking on water was not for sheer amazement, but was a 

visible demonstration of his power over nature (like the previous sing). This signs directly show 

the deity of the Son.  God alone rules over the seas (Ps. 29:10–11; 89:9; 107:28–30).  

 The sixth sign is Jesus healing a man who was blind from birth (9:1-7). Throughout the 

episode that took place on the Sabbath, there is a contrast between light and darkness. The irony of the 

/search?q=John+6%3A30-31
/search?q=Ps+29%3A10-11%2C89%3A9%2C107%3A28-30


 
3 Austin DeArmond 

story is that Jesus brings a man from darkness to light while the Pharisees think they're in light, but are in 

the darkness. Jesus would have broken three Sabbatical laws in the Pharisees' eyes: Actual healing (unless 

it was a life-threatening injury, healing should wait); Jesus kneaded the spit and dirt; he anointed the 

man's eyes with clay (They believed anointing should never occur on the Sabbath.). The sign shows that 

the Messiah has all authority to heal, save, and deliver. Also, the entrance of the Messiah into human 

history demands a person’s response to his presence. The last sign is the greatest of all, a resurrection of 

his friend Lazarus (discussed thoroughly below). Jesus has all authority over life and death in all and 

every situation.  

 Jesus’ seven signs show that he is the divine Son of God/ Son of David who has all 

sovereign authority in his kingdom. His miracles/sign should elicit saving faith in people’s heart.  

  
 


